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73 Percent to Drive and 71 Percent to Fly - Americans Modifying Plans Due to High Gas Prices 

TripAdvisor(R), the world’s largest travel community, today announced the results of its annual summer travel survey of
more than 4,000 travelers worldwide. Ninety-one percent of global respondents and 90 percent of Americans are planning
leisure travel this summer. Fifty-two percent of U.S. respondents plan to take at least half of their annual vacation this
summer, down from 56 percent in 2007. Twenty-three percent of Americans plan to take more vacation this summer than
last, while 56 percent expect to take the same amount. 

Time and Money 

Forty-one percent of U.S. respondents plan to take 1-2 weeks of vacation this summer, the same as one year ago, 23 percent
will take 2-3 weeks, compared to 27 percent in 2007 and 19 percent will take three weeks of vacation or more, nearly equal to
last summer. 

Twenty-seven percent of U.S. respondents plan to spend more on their summer vacation this year than last, while 40 percent
plan to spend the same amount this summer. 

Excluding transportation and accommodations, the majority of travelers plan to spend the greatest amount of money on their
summer vacations this year on restaurants (46 percent, down from 53 percent in 2007) followed by tours (10 percent,
compared to 13 percent last year.) 

The Fuel Effect 

Forty-one percent of worldwide travelers, and 51 percent of U.S. respondents, said the high price of fuel is going to affect
their travel plans this summer. Thirty-one percent of travelers (37 percent of U.S. respondents) said they will take fewer car
trips to save on fuel and 15 percent (18 percent of U.S. respondents) plan to take shorter distance car trips to save on fuel. 

Still, 64 percent of travelers (73 percent of U.S. respondents) are planning to travel via car this summer. Seventy-two percent
of travelers (71 percent of U.S. respondents) said they are planning to fly this summer. 

The Exchange Impact 

Twenty-nine percent of travelers (31 percent of U.S. respondents) said the currency exchange rates are affecting their summer
travel plans. As a result, 38 percent of travelers (and 32 percent of U.S. respondents) said they will travel to a destination that
has a more favorable exchange rate for them and 21 percent (19 percent of U.S. respondents) said they’ll stay at less
expensive accommodations. 

Memorial Day Plans 

Twenty-two percent of U.S. respondents plan to travel this Memorial Day. Among those traveling for Memorial Day, 59
percent plan to drive, and 37 percent intend to fly. 

Chilling Out 

Sixty-one percent of travelers intend to visit a beach destination this summer. The three most popular beach destinations in
the U.S. this summer, according to respondents, will be the Florida coast, Southern California, and the New Jersey shore. 

The most popular summer vacation activity according to 66 percent of travelers is just relaxing. City sightseeing, shopping,
and visiting a national park are the next three most popular activities while on summer vacation, according to respondents. 

The three most popular vacation destination types travelers plan to visit this summer are beaches (61 percent) cities (49
percent) and lakes and mountains (31 percent). 

Teched Out 

Forty-one percent of travelers said they will avoid email on their summer vacation this year, 38 percent plan to go without the
internet, and 28 percent will leave their cell phone behind. 

The regular routine travelers are most likely to give up while on summer vacation is returning phone calls and emails,
according to 44 percent of respondents, 37 percent said they give up watching TV, and 33 percent said they won’t stick to
their diet/healthy eating. 

Great Outdoors 

Nineteen percent plan to go hiking, 14 percent intend to go camping and nine percent will go biking this summer. Twelve
percent plan to go sailing/boating and 11 percent expect to go scuba diving/snorkeling. Five percent said they will participate
in adventure sports such as whitewater rafting and parasailing. 
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Cutting Costs and Summer Accommodations 

Eighteen percent of respondents said they are most likely to cut costs on their summer travel in their choice of
accommodations. Twelve percent plan to eat in more often, 11 percent will save money by using less fuel/traveling a shorter
distance, and another 11 percent will save money by taking a shorter trip/shorter trips. 

Sixty-four percent of travelers plan to stay at a hotel for their summer vacation, while 24 percent intend to stay at a friend’s or
relative’s home. 

Green Days 

When asked what eco-friendly actions they plan to take on vacation this summer, 32 percent of travelers said they plan to
recycle more, 31 percent intend to use less fuel, and eight percent said they will stay at eco-friendly accommodations. 

Other Summer Travel Tidbits: 

40 percent of U.S. respondents said they will take two leisure trips this summer, 22 percent will take one leisure trip and 21
percent will take three leisure trips. 

39 percent of travelers and 37 percent of Americans said the farthest they plan to travel this summer is between 2000-3000
miles. 

32 percent of travelers plan to buy travel insurance for one of their trips this summer. 

The most popular activities for travelers with children are going to the beach, going city sightseeing and visiting an
amusement or theme park. 

26 percent of travelers said they prefer not to take vacation during summer and take vacations during off-peak travel seasons
instead. 

33 percent of U.S. respondents said they will use part of the economic stimulus tax rebate toward leisure travel, 16 percent
said they will all of it toward leisure travel. 

78 percent of respondents think cell phone use should be disallowed on planes. 

More Republicans (54 percent) than Democrats (51 percent) plan to take at least half their annual vacation this summer. 

If they could join a celebrity at a beach house on summer vacation, George Clooney would be the most popular guest. 

"High gas prices, a weak U.S. dollar and the struggling economy are conspiring against Americans, but travelers refuse to
stay home this summer," said Michele Perry, vice president of global communications for TripAdvisor.
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